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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) H Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
aM AH b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .[3 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is a response the amendment filed on 6/6/05, which has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in-(1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effect under this 
subsection of a national application published under section 122(b) only if the international application 
designating the United States was published under Article 21 (2)(a) of such treaty in the English 
language; or(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States 
before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that a patent shall not be deemed filed in the 
United States for the purposes of this subsection based on the filing of an international application filed 
under the treaty defined in section 351(a). 

3. Claims 1-9, 12-17 and 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Wantanabe etal. (Pub. No.: US. 2004/0061518). 

Regarding claims 1 and 15, Figure 10 of Wantanabe et al. disclose a first 
circuit (2) having a prescribed circuit function (a functional block 2 could be performed 
read, write, rewrite or erase function); wherein a second circuit (1) is formed so as to be 
able to be connected externally to the first circuit (2) so as to give the first circuit a non- 
always-used particular function ( when block 8 is off, blocks 1 and 2 is disconnected and 
when block 8 is on, the blocks 1 and 2 is connected.) and to thereby allow the first 
circuit to perform the particular function. 

Regarding claims 2 and 17, the second circuit (1) comprises an auxiliary 
function for realizing the particular function that has been given to the first circuit (2); 
and the auxiliary function operates only in response to an instruction from the first circuit 
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(When block 8 is on, there is a connection between blocks 1 and 2. Therefore, the 
functions of 2 blocks would be performed.) 

Regarding claim 3, the first circuit (2) is used solely when block 8 is off. 

Regarding claim 4, the second circuit (1) is configured so as to be able to 
operate solely (see fig. 10, paragraph [0215]). 

Regarding claim 5, the second circuit (1) cannot be used except during 
operation of the particular function (block 8 of fig. 10 controls the function of the second 
circuit). 

Regarding claims 6 and 16, the first circuit (2) has a function of outputting a 
control start signal for activating the second circuit (1 ) and a function of receiving a 
signal for giving the particular function that is generated by the second circuit (1). 

Regarding claims 7 and 19, fig. 10 discloses the first circuit (2) has a function of 
permitting operation of the particular function only when detecting electrical connection 
of the second circuit (1 ), and not permitting operation of the particular function and 
permitting operation of only the prescribed circuit function when not detecting electrical 
connection of the second circuit (the first and second circuits are controlled by block 8, 
see more details in paragraph [0215-0218]. 

Regarding claim 8, the first circuit (2) is a memory circuit (see fig. 3) and the 
particular function of the second circuit (1 ) is a function of writing data to the memory 
circuit (block 1 MPU could perform a function that writes data to the memory 2). 
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Regarding claim 9, the first circuit (2) comprises a reading circuit for a memory 
(see fig. 86 and paragraph [051 1]) and the particular function includes a circuit for 
rewriting of the memory (see paragraph [0569]). 

Regarding claim 12, a circuit function of the first circuit (2) is determined by 
connections and disconnections of electric fuses; and the particular function includes a 
circuit for connecting and disconnecting the electric fuses (see fig. 102 and 103 
paragraph [0154]). 

Regarding claim 13, the prescribed function includes a circuit 2 (1 st internal 
circuit) for performing reading on a memory in the first circuit 2, and the particular 
function is a function of controlling output of information of the memory to an external 
apparatus (1 st internal circuit of block 2 could be performed the controlling output of the 
memory). 

Regarding claim 14, paragraph [001 1] discloses the detecting of threshold 
voltage change by monitoring charge leaking from the floating gate of a memory cell. 
Therefore, a testing circuit of memory block must have. 

Regarding claims 20 and 21, fig. 10 discloses the first device (2) comprising on 
one major surface of a package, first connection terminals (5) for connection to an 
external circuit (1 or 8 or 9 or 10 or 35), and the second device (1) is formed so as to be 
able to be connected to the first device via second connection terminals (see paragraph 
[0027]) that are formed on the other major surface of the package that is opposed to the 
first major surface. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 10-1 1 and 18 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

There is no teaching or suggestion in the prior art to: 

"the first circuit comprises a redundant circuit that is provided with wiring for 
forming prescribed logic blocks in the first circuit, and is configured in such a manner 
that its circuit function is determined by external redundancy setting" as claimed in the 
dependent claim 10; or 

"each of the first device and the second device comprises an exchange circuit for 
serially supplying or receiving control signals for giving the particular function and a 
register for storing control signals for giving the particular function" as claimed in the 
dependent claim 18. 

Conclusion 



5. The following prior art, which is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure 
although not relied upon, includes: 
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Yamane (Pub. No.: US 2004/0022089) or Smith et al (US. Pat. No. 6,784,797 



discloses semiconductor integrated circuit similar to that of the present application, but 
fail to disclose the claimed limitations as described above. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nam T. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1878. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 am to 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Elms can be reached on (571)272-1869. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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